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A Review of Midjourney Through Giorgio Agamben’s Concept of Apparatus
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The study aims to reveal Giorgio Agamben’s notions of subjectification and form of life via Midjourney’s double
function as a medium. Primarily functions as a research laboratory for the Midjourney team to develop new mediums
of thought at the intersection of human infrastructure and design to expand the imaginations of the human species. In
addition to this, it gains importance as a medium of generative image production software that enables the ordinary
user to manipulate cultural data with words from everyday language. The study while revealing Agamben’s notion of
the form of life through an Al text-to-image software Midjourney, argues that the software has a double function as a
media apparatus. This study concentrates on understanding the second function as a generative medium that enforces
subjectification, the process of autonomous subjectivity to authority through Agamben’s concept of apparatus. To
visualize how Midjourney is integrated in the process of subjectification, we will provide four images that we generated
with Midjourney . Midjourney seems to overcome the area of expertise by allowing the user to shape the data through
culturalarchive and benefit fromit ona practical axis. On the otherhand, the statistical structure of the data also means that
the cultural archive is statistically fed, moreover, it is fed by the commands given by the user while producing the image.
Thus production is not on a tactical path; it takes place on a strategic digital space where subjects are being statistisized.
Keywords: Giorgio Agamben, Midjourney, Apparatus, text2image, Al

Giorgio Agamben’in Dispozitif Kavrami Uzerinden Midjourney Elestirisi

Bu galigma, filozof Giorgio Agamben’in Dispozitif Nedir? baghgiyla Tirkeelestirilmis kitabinda 6ne siirdigi ikiye
ayrilan yagsam formlar1 ve Oznelestirme argiimanlarini bir text2image (metinden imgeye) yapay zeka yazilim
programi olan Midjourney iizerinden okumay1 amaglamakatadir. Yaratici ekibi i¢in Midjourney nin ilk islevi, insan
altyapisinin kesistigi noktada yeni diisiince ortamlari gelistirmek ve insan tiirtiniin hayal giiciinii genisletmek igin
tasarim yapmak tizere bir aragtirma laboratuvari olusturmaktir. Buna ek olarak, siradan kullanicinin kiltiirel verileri
giinlik dilden kelimelerle manipiile etmesini saglayan bir gériintii tiretim yazilimi olarak da bu program 6nem
kazanmaktadir. Calismanin tezi Midjourney’in ikinci iglevi, yani jeneratif bir medium olarak 6znelestirmeyi pekistiren
islevine odaklanmaktadir. S6zkonusu 6znelestirme siirecine Midjourney’in nasil dahil oldugunu agiklamak igin
program iizerinden yaratilan dort gorsel tartismaya agilacaktir. Midjourney kullanicrya kiltiirel arsive baglanarak
datay1 sekillendirme ve bundan pratik eksende faydalanma olanag taniyarak uzmanlik alanlarinin tistesinden geliyor
gibi goriinmektedir. Buna kargin, datanin istatistiksel yapisi ayni zamanda kiiltiirel arsivin istatistize edilmesi, dahas:
kullanicinin imaj tdretirken verdigi komutlarla beslenmesi anlamma gelmektedir. Dolayisiyla tretici tiretimini,
taktiksel bir izlek tizerinde degil; O6znelerin istatistiklestirildigi dijital bir mekan tizerinde gergeklestirmektedir.
Anahtar kelimeler: Giorgio Agamben, Midjourney, Dispozitif, Text2image, Al.
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